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3. Why tenders were not called for such
a large work outside ordinary yearly ten-
ders for timbler." The hon. member said
he might state, for the information of the
House, that in the early part of the year
tenders were called by the Government
for the supply of timber for use on the
Eastern Railway, and a certain tender
was, accepted. But it was never under-
stood at the time, among those engaged
in the timber industry, that such a isarge
number of sleepers would be required to
replace those taken up when the line
was re-railed. Had it beun known that
such a large quantity would be required,
the price would have been much lower
than the contract price accepted, because
there would have been keener competition.
He believed if separate tenders had been
called for this large supply of sleepers, it
would have saved the colony thousands of
pounds.

MR. R, F. SHOLL, in supporting the
motion, considered that when there was
an unforeseen demand for a large quantity
of sleepers, as had been the case in this
instance, it would only have been fair to
other companies for the Government to
have invited special tenders, which, -no
doubt, would have saved the colony a con-
siderable sum of money.

Question put and passed.

EXTENSION OF TIIRE FOR BONUS FOR
DEEP SINKING ON GOLDFIELDS.

MR.. A. FORRE$T, in accordance with
notice, moved, "That in the opinion of
this House it is desirable to extend the
time, for a further period of 12 months, of
the bonus for deep-sinking on the. gold-
fields of the colony, on terms similar to
those now in force." The hon. member
said although different mining companies
had taken advantage of the bonus offered
by the Government last session, to a cer-
tain extent, still a great deal more re-
maned to be done in the way of deep

sinking, and he hoped that during the
next twelve months if this bonus were
continued, a great deal would be done in
this direction. They might, however, be
sure of this : noinine would goin for deep
sinldng merely for the sake of a bonus of
£25 a foot below a depth of 200 feet; still
the bonus would be an encouragement to
the mining companies to continue sinking.
He was sure it would be in the interests
not only of the Eastern goldfields, but

also the Northern goldfields, if this
bonus were continued for another twelve
months. It was a move in the right
direction; and if by deep-sinking we
could prove that our gold-bearing reefs
extended to a great depth, and also that
water was obtainable, it would be the
best advertisement which the colony could
possibly have. It would attract such at-
tention to the colony that we should have
a large influx of population and capital,
which would more than compensate the
eoun try for this expenditure. He there-
fore hoped the Government would see
their way clear to agree to this motion.

On the motion of MR. DEHAMEL, the
debate was adjourped.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at twenty min-

utes to 5 o'clock p.m.

gtgislatibe council,
Wednesday, 11th October, 1893.

Public Hfealth Act FPurther Amendment Dli: third
reading-Electorna Bill:t third reading-Ralways
Act Amendment Bill: second. rending; committee;
suspension of standing orders; third reading-
Suapension of standing Orders-Adjournment.

TnE PRESIEDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at t-30 o'clock p.m.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD BEADING.

This Bill was read a third time and
passed.

ELECTORAL BILL, 1898.
This Bill was read a third time and

passed.

Electoral Bill.
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RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMlENT BTLL.
SECOND REA.DING.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (on.
S. H. Parker): This Bill, sir, is intro-
duced to make a few amendments in
the Railways Act of 1878. By it we
p rpose that where land is taken, or has

bee taken by the Commissioner of Rail-

way, no compensation shall be payable.
This is virtually the law at the present
time, but the law is declared more as a
preliminary to the provisions which follow
relating to where the land taken is more
than the Crown has the right to resume.
Where land is resumed it is necessary to
define it by meets and bounds, and this
causes considerable expense for surveys.
Where land is taken out of a location or
allotment a question arises how the com-
pensation in respect to the surplus ground,
which the Government had no right to
resume, is to be assessed. It would be
unfair, for instance, for the Crown to
resume the most valuable portion of a
block and pay compensation on the value
of the balance; while on the other hand
it would be equally unfair if the owner
were allowed to obtain compensation for
the more valuable because the Crown
resumed the less valuable. Under these
circumstances the Government think that
where the Commissioner resumes 10 acres,
and has oily power to resume 5 acres, the
whole 10 acres shall be valued and the
owner compensated for 5 acres at the
average prce of the whole. This is dealt
with in Cluse 2 of this Bill. Then Clause
3 provides the mode in which the amount
of comp~ensation shall be ascertained. The
remaining portions of the Bill deal with
questions of arbitrations and arbitrators,
and power is given to the arbitrators to
reserve points of law which may arise, for
the consideration of the Supreme Court.
I move the second reading of the Bill.

THE HoN. J. MORRISON:± Everyone,
I think, will agree that this is a very im-
portant Bill. Although it may appear to
be hard on land owners, I can quite see
that the object of the Government is to be
able to get land at a fair and reasonable
price. I notice that this Bil is retrospec-
tive. I do notlknow that this is a&good class
of legislation, but I believe that under the
present law the Crown has the right to
resume town grants if the title has not
been held by the owners for 21 years.
I think Clause 2 would press hardly on a

man who asked a moderate price for, his
land. Take the instance of the man who
has 100 acres which contains a 5-acre
swamp. There is nothing to prevent the
Government only taking the Swamp, and
they will pay no compensation, leaving
the owner with the eyes of his land gone.
If the Government wished to take 10
acres, I understand compensation would
be paid for the other five, which might be
bad land.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): The value of the whole
will be taken and compensation will be
paid at the avera~pie

THE HoN. I. 'ORRISON± I think
this will work rather harshly on land-
owners. The Government can. take one-
twentieth out of a block for nothing, and
if they want mnore they will only pay in
proportion to the value of the whole block,
although they may have taken the best of
the land.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): I have prepared a little
diagram which, I think, will show what is
intended. It shows a block, of 100 acres.
Of this the Crown has the right to resume
five acres, but say they require ten acres.
They will then have to pay for five acres.
Then comes in paragraph 3 of Clause 2:
" The compensation payable in respect of
"such difference in area shall be the sum
"which bears the same proportion to the
"Value of the whole quantity of land so
"taken as such difference does to such
"whole quantity, and the value of such
"whole quantity shall be ascertained as

"provided by the twenty-second section
1of the principal Act." The arbitrators

may think the ten acres woirth £50, and
the whole only X100, consequently the
owner would be entitled to £25 as corn-
pen sation.

Tun HoN. J. MORRISON: Alter that
very satisfactory explanation I shall sup-
port the Bill.

Question put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE:

Clause I agreed to.
Clause 2.- No compensation payable

in respect to lands which might be re-
sumed ; compensation payable when
quatty taken exceeds quantity which
mnightbe resumed; how computed:

THE HoN. J. W. HACKETT: With
regard to the retrospective operation of
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this clause, will the Colonial Secretary
give us some information as to how far
it will go back. I would also point out
that the "actual quantity" is synonymous
with the "whole quantity." Nothing
leads to so much confusion as such initer-
changeable terms as these.

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Farber) : Perhaps it would have
been better to have kept to one word ;
but still I think the matter is perfectly
plain. The onl 'y reason I request that
there should be no amendment is that it
will involve the Bill going back to the
other House. The Bill is made retro-
spectie purposely to meet te case of
the Yila1 and Suth-Western railways.
The Government propose to resume some
lands, especially on the Yilgarn-Northamn
line, and a question may arise as to
whether they have not been actually
taken although not gazetted. This-wil
not affect the principle of compensation
or anyone's rights; it only facilitates the
mode of taking, and points out the method
of obtaining compensation when the laud
resumed is more than the Crown is en-
titled to take.

THE Hon. G. RANDELL : Does it not
affect the question of severance ?

Tayl COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): Oh, no. Severance would
be specially taken into consideration in
ascertaining the value.

Clause passed.
The remaining clauses were passed, and

the Bill reported.
The Standing Orders were suspended.

THIRD READING.

The Binl was then read a third time,
and p~assed.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS-
COURSE OF BUSINESS.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker):! As it is probable that the
businessof both Houses will be suffici-
ently concluded this evening to enable
the prorogation to take place to-morrow,
I intend to ask hon. members to allow
me to Suspend the Standing Orders for
the remainder of the sitting, so that we
may deal with al matters that come to
us from the other House at once, and
generally expedite the transaction of
business. There are two or three little
Bills to come to us, and am amendment

made by the Lower House on our amend-
ment in the Distillation Bin. There was
no provision in the Binl, as it left us, to
enable persons to import and sell stills,
and this the Assembly has inserted. I
move that the Standing Orders be sus-
pended during the remainder of the
sitting.

Question put and passed.
It being 5-30 o'clock, p.m., the Presi-

dent (Hon. Sir G. Shenton) left the chair
until 80 o'clock p.m.

On resuming,
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

S. H. Parker) said: I find that there is
now no chance of proroguing to-morrow,
and therefore theme is no need for us to
wait here any longer this evening. The
Government intend to ask His Excellency
to prorogue the Legislature at 4830 o'clock
on Friday.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 8835 o'clock p.m., ad-

journed until Thursday, 12th October,
at 4-30 o'clock p.m.

tegis Iaf ibs anutmhlu,
Wednesday, 11th October, 1898.

EmploymTent bytoGovernmcent of Mr. B. Dhathey-Leeve
of abeen.et the Member for Toodyny-Beply or
commissioner of Railways n Appointment of En.
geer-in-ebarge of Lines in course of Construction-

Excesive Frojht Rates on Government Raflways
-4inpeas.70Standing Orders-Mesages from

rZk'.dlaie W,-f Publi Health Act Amendment
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-Distillaton Act Amendment I: third reading-
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THE SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 p.m.

PRAYERS.
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